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SHAPE ART
ART DESIGN BRIEF
Create a piece of work that uses shape
printing or stencils with paint.
Your project should include the following:
Experimenting with shape printing and
stencils.
Colour mixing and use of different
colour groups.
Experimenting with regular and irregular
shapes.
A final piece or work, using your chosen
technique, with paint.

You will need:
Paper
Different colour paints - poster paint is
best for this activity.
Shapes to print with - this could include
bottle tops and other loose parts,
vegetables cut in half or even shapes
cut out from card.
Stencils - these can be cut out from thin
card.
Sponges - a dish sponge cut up or
painting sponges.

When working on this activity with
children under 5, allow them to
experiment and encourage use of
vocabulary for colour and shape.

THIS PROJECT CAN TAKE UP
TO 5 SESSIONS TO COMPLETE

ART AND DESIGN PROCESS
1. Look at the art work in the top corner.
Think about the shapes and colours you
can see. How do you think the pattern was
made? What media was used? Read
through the design brief and think about
the different things you will need to find
out or experiment with.
2. You could begin by experimenting with
shape printing. You can use loose objects,
fruit and vegetables or even make your own
shapes. To print, dip the object into the
paint and then press onto the paper. What
patterns can you make? What happens if
you overlap the shapes using different
colours?
3. Next, experiment using stencils. Cut out
shapes of your choice - using thin card.
Place 1 shape onto your paper then, using a
sponge, dab paint around the edge of the
shape and onto the paper. Keep the shape
as still as you can until you have put paint
around the whole shape. Lift the shape up
and continue to stencil more shapes onto
your paper. When using different colours it
is best to let one colour dry if you don't
want them to mix on your sponge.
4. To help you decide what colours you
want to use in your final piece of work, try
experimenting with different colour groups
e.g. warm colours - red, yellow and orange
or shades of a colour. What colour scheme
do you prefer?
5. Try working with different shapes. (You
can link this in with our Maths Ninja
Shapes, Shapes Everywhere to help with
shape sorting.) Look at using regular
shapes and irregular shapes. Can you make
you own shapes? What patterns do you
prefer?
6. Using all of your ideas, decide what you
would like to include in your final piece.
Printing or templates? What colours?
What kind of shapes? Complete your final
piece of work.

